MORE ABOUT FINANCE

mystery figures of the Soviet. I imagine that the
O.G.P.IL deliberately appointed him to the Com-
mission, in the first place so that his chairmanship
would command greater respect from me, and in
the second because the O.G.P.U. chief was aware
of his own limitations and hoped that Rutyers
would get valuable information from me. At this
stage, I have no reason to doubt that the Soviet was
seriously concerned over the slow movement of the
Five-Year Plan workings and were at last beginning
to place some reliance on my reports.

Dr. Rutyers was a personal friend of Lenin
during the early days of the Revolution, and
although he holds no official position of any kind
he invariably sits on commissions of inquiry* He
is noted for his sagacity, and I was greatly impressed
by his impartial and well-balanced views. An
educated man, and obviously cultured, he is of
medium height, about 50 years old, with blue eyes
and a small pointed beard. His clothes were of
English cut and immaculate.

In addition to Rutyers, Dr. Frankel, M. Averom
and two delegates from the Supreme Economic
Council sat at the meeting. Three of them, includ-
ing the President, and Averom acknowledged a
debt to me of Rs. 4,000, and asked me what I thought
of it. Frankel, however, expressed his disagreement
with the whole thing, and when I told them that
I must insist on the money being paid into the British
bank he became indignant. When I asked why he
objected to this being done, he replied that I should
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